Immunological detection of high molecular weight proteins by gel and blot overlay.
The sensitivity and specificity of the gel overlay and western blot methods of immunodetection are compared for spectrins, typical high molecular weight proteins. The gel overlay method is more sensitive and specific for the immunodetection of brain spectrin (240/235) and rbc spectrin. As the western blot technique will remain the method of choice for many applications because of its relative speed, we discuss methods for optimizing its sensitivity and selectivity.